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tionary in regard to Swinburne, and the assertion
of the poet's sister that the Memoir is " inaccurate
in so many important details " that she suggests
its withdrawal from the volume, have an intimate
bearing upon the Memoir of Edward vn.
In " London Opinion " * (" A Swinburne
Sensation ") Mr. Douglas wrote :
The " Dictionary of National Biography " is
becoming a quite notorious publication* If Sir
Sidney Lee does not take care he will be offered a
huge salary by Mr. Hearst to cross the Atlantic
and edit the New York tff American/5 As a rule
we do not expect to find thrills and sensations in a
staid and sober work of reference. It is said that
Leslie Stephen, the first editor of the Dictionary,
fave his contributors as their motto: " No
owers, by request*" If Sir Sidney Lee has not
rioted in flowers, he certainly seems to have
wallowed in sensations. The Memoir of King
Edward has provoked a tempest of controversy.
And now the Memoir of Algernon Charles Swin-
burne has burst in the literary world like a bomb-
shell. Many a news-editor in Meet Street must have
read it with pangs of despairing envy; for there in
cold print were things that even the Yellow Press
would have hesitated to publish.
But the Dictionary can rush in where journalists
fear to tread. It says things about King Edward
that no newspaper would have ventured to suggest.
And the article on Swinburne is still more sensa-
tional. It was written by Mr. Edmund Gosse, one
of Swinburne's oldest friends. Even if aH the
1 This is a weeldy journal, with a circulation verging upon h^H a
million, edited by Mr. Lincoln Springfield, a maa of ripe experience
and many gifts.